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“ Nothing extenuate, nor set down aught in malice.”— Othello. 
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No. 6163. THURSDAY, Sept. 23, 1841. Price 1d. 
“The Play’s the thing.”—Ask for Thomas’s Observer. 
COVENT GARDEN THEATRE. 

The Merry Wives of Windsor, Patter versus Clatter, and Brother 
Ben, were repeated last evening. 

HAY-MARKET THEATRE. 

Virginius, Foreign Affairs, and TheBoarding School, were acted at 
this house last night to a very crowded audience. 

Rubini and Persiani—The Frankfort papers state that Rubini and 
Madame Persiani have been out on a professional visit to Johannisberg, 
where, on the invitation of Prince Metternich, they had the honour of 
singing before the distinguished diplomatists assembled there. 

The Orthography of Shakespeare's Name.—Posterity is even in 
some danger of losing the real name of our great dramatic poet. In the 
days of Shakespeare, and long after, proper names were written down as 
the ear caught the sound, or they were capriciously varied by the owner. 
It is not therefore strange that we have instances of eminent persons writ- 
ing the names of intimate friends and of public characters in a manner 
not always to be recognized. Of this we are now furnished with the most 
abundant evidence, which was not sufficiently adverted to in the early 
times of our commentators. The autographs we possess of our national 
bard are unquestionably written Shakspere, according to the pronunciation 
of his native town; there the name was variously written,—even in the 
same public document,—but always regulated by the dialectical orthoepy. 
The marriage license of the poet, recovered in the Gentleman’s Magazine, 
for Sept. 1836, offers a striking evidence of the viciousness of the pro- 
nunciation, and the utter carelessness with which names were written, for 
there we find it Shagspeare. That the poet himself considered that the 
genuine name was Shakespeare, accordant with his arms (a spear the point 
upward,) seems certain, notwithstanding his compliance with the custom 
of his county ; for his “ Rape of Lucrece, printed by himself in 1594, in 
the first edition bears the name of William Shakespeare, as also does the 
Venus and Adonis, that first heir of his invention ; these first editions 
of his juvenile poems were doubtlessly anxiously scrutinized by the youth- 
ful bard. In the literary metropolis the name was so pronounced. Ban- 
croft has this allusion in his Epigrams—To Shakespeare : 

“ Thou hast so used thy pen, or shook thy speare, 
That poets startle.” 
The well known allusion of Robert Greene to a shake-scene, confirms the 
pronunciation. I now supply one more evidence—that of Thomas Hey- 
wood, the intimate of Shakespeare, and his brother dramatists ; he, like 
some others, has printed the name with a hyphen, which I transcribe from 
the volume open before me : “ Mellifluous Shake-speare.” The question 
resolves itself into this—Is the name of our great bard to descend to pos- 
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terity with the barbaric curt shock Shakspere, the twang of a provincial 
corruption ; or following the writers of the Elizabethan age, shall we main- 
tain the restoration of the euphony and the truth of the name of Shakespeare? 
D'Israeli's Amenities of Literature. 

The vicissitudes of the celebrity of Shakespeare may form a chapter in 
the philosophy of literature and the history of national opinions. Shake- 
speare was destined to have his dramatic faculty contested by many success- 
ful rivals, to fall into neglect, to be rarely acted, less read, to appear 
barbarous and unintelligible, to be even discarded from the glorious file | 
of dramatists by the anathemas of hostile criticism, and finally in the re- 
surrection of genius (a rare occurrence!) to emerge into universal 
celebrity. 








Fashionable Lounges. 
To the Editor of The Theatrical Observer, 


Dear Mr. Epiror.—Just wish to say a word—beg pardon, but will you excuse 
me—I have to mention that I’ve arranged so as to rub shoulders with my friends 
and the fashionable world at one or other of the Grand Lounges about town :— 

Monday, stroll to Mapame Tussaup’s elegant Exhibition, Golden Corinthian 
Saloon, Baker Street, Portman Syuare.—Just added to her unrivalled collection 
the celebrated Coronation Robes of his late Majesty George IVth., which cost the 
enormous sum of 18,000/ (embroidered by the Messrs. Holbecks,) which far sur- 
pass in magnificence anything ever worn by a British Monarch—A Room, &c. has 
been fitted up to correspond in splendor. Brave Napier is also to be seen here. 

Tuesday, pop into the Somerset Gallery, 151, Strand, next door to Somer- 
set House, to see a most wonderful Exhibition, The Jndustrious Fleas. T hey 
dance, ride, drive a four-in-hand, fight, and in fact do everything in first rate 
style, exciting the admiration of all present. By the bye, this is Signor Bertolotto’s 
Exhibition, that has been exhibited for the last eight years. 

Wednesday, took a peep at the Toamres TUNNEL, which is now open every day 
from nine o’clock in the morning until dark, (entrance on the Surrey side of the 
river, close to Rotherhithe Church. The Tunnel is brilliantly lighted with gas. 
The foot passengers Shaft at Wapping, 55 feet in diameter, 1s now in progress. 

Call upon Messrs. Cocks & Co. Music-sellers to Her Majesty, 20, Princess-street, 
Hanover-square, for some of their new Valses for the piano, by Labitzky. They 
are likewise now publishing splendid new Waltzes for the violin, flute, &c. com- 
posed by Lanner, Labitzky, and Strauss. Gave the directions of several of my 
country cousins, who will have a Catalogue of all music published at this fashiona- 
ble musical repository sent to them gratis, and postage free. 

In my way fron the Theatre, drop into the Harmonic Meeting, held at Evans’s 
Grand Hotel, King Street, Covent Garden, quite delighted with the excellence ot 
the singing—commences every evening at ten o'clock. When Mrs. P. is out of 
town, stay a week, and only pay a guinea for bed and breakfast. I’m always to 
be found on Saturday, at half-past five, at the Convivial Dinner held here. 

Thursday, go to Durr & Hopcson, Musie-Publishers, 65, Oxford-street, for the 
music of “ Gondolier Row,” and “ HappyLand,” two popular airs now singing 
every evening by Madame Vestris, in “ Beauty and the Beast.” The above music 
may be had as songs, vocal duets, with variations for pianoforte or harp, &c. The 
following new Songs, they have just published,—The Enchantress—Oh do not bid 
me forget—You know not how I love you—O sigh not thus; &e. 

Afterwards called at EMMETT’s, 27, Holborn Hill, to view his Novel Pen Maker, 
by which any one can make a superior Pen in less than one minute ! also his im- 
proved Needle Threader, to enable Ladies, whose sight is impaired to thread their 
needles with the greatest ease—a most ingenious contrivance. 

“ All good spirits come to my Beck,” at his Dr. Johnson’s Tavern, Bolt Court, 
Fleet Street,—where you meet excellent company—capital fare at fair prices-—de 
lightful singing—(commences every evening at a quarter to nine,) cigars, billiards, 
good beds, and an enticing bill of fare. 

Saturday, I examine Miss Linwoop’s curious Needle Work, Leicester Square— 
lately added other beautiful specimens of her art.— But I intrude —beg pardon— 
Your’s, &c.--PAUL PRY. 
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This Evening, (73rd T ime) the New Coniedy, called 


LONDON 
ASSURANCE. 


Sir Harcourt Courtly, Bart, Mr W. FARREN, 
Max Harkaway, Esq. Mr BARTLEY, 


Mr Charles Courtly, ............. Mr W. LACY, 
Mr Dazzle, Mr CHARLES MATHisWwsS, 
Mr Adolphus Spanker, .......... MrOXBERRY, 
Mark Sieddle, Mr HARLEY, 
ED new ie SO OR noe trees Mr BRINDAL, 


Isaacs, Mr HONNER, Martin, Mr AYLIFFE, 
Simpson, Mr HUGHES, James, Mr COLLETT, 
Grace Harkaway, Madame VESTRIS, 
Lady Gay Spanker .......+.....- Mrs NISBETT, 
Pert, MrsHUMBY, 





To conclude with, the Opera (in Three Acts) of 


FRA-DIAVOLO 


Or, The Inn of Terracina. 
With the whole of the Music, Composed by Auber. 


Pee Tree j . os oasis. Mr W. HARRISON, 
Lord Allcash, Mr WIGAN, 

LorenZo ....... eos Mr CLEMENT WHITE, 
DN sare Pou Gao a «» Mr. SMITH, 
Beppo, ‘Mr J. BLAN D, 
ee eee er Sere Mr REYNOLDSON, 
Francesco, Mr GARDINER, 

First Carbinier .....+.6-2-e00. Mr COLLETT, 
Second Carbinier, Mr CONNELL, 

Third Garter ooo. ssckesedcccces Mr HODGES, 


Lady mnanade Miss GRANT, 
Zerlina (in ata see +4 we . Miss RAINFORTHI. 
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To- morrow, She WwW ould sail She Would Not, ok: Beauty nl ‘th e i 18 
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Theatre Royal, Drury Lane. + 
Concerts @WEte! | 


This Evening, a Grand Performance of 


Sacred & Miscellaneous 
MUSIC. 


BAND AND CHORUS 120 
PERFORMERS ! 


PART I. 


A Selection from Handel’s 


MESSIAH. 


Overture,—Comfort ye my People, performed on the 
Cornet a Pistons by Herr Koenig. 

Chorus—And the Glory of the Lord 

Solo and Chorus—Oh, thou that tellest, performed 
by M. Deloffre on the Violin 

Chorus—For unto us achild is born 

Grand Chorus — Hallelujah. 

A Selection from HAYDN’s 


CREATION. 


Introduction—Chaos 

Air— With Verdure clad, performed on the Clarinett 
by Mr Lazarus 

Chorus—The Heavens are telling 

Trio and Chorus—Sound the loud Timbrel, the Solo 
parts by Mr Lazarus, M. Jancourt, and M Pros- 
pere, on the Clarinett, Bassoon, and Ophicleide 

Prayer from ‘ MOSES iv i:tGYPT.’ performed on the 
Cornet a Pistons, Flute, Clarinett, and Oboe, by 
Messrs Koenig, Lazarus, Richardson, Barrett, and 
Chorus. 























PART II. 
New Fantasia on Airs, by Lafont, in four Parts 
Madrigal..Down ina Flow’ry Vale. .. CC. Festa 
Solo— Violin—M. Deloftre 
Quadrille—Postillon de Mam’ablou. .. Musard. j 
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